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The second edition of this beautifully illustrated book
does great credit to everyone who helped to produce it.
We have become accustomed to the excellent work
produced by the authors and the fine production work of
the publishers. The book contains a wealth of information
for the layman, horticulturist, traditional herbalist and
scientist. All 125 species occurring within the boundaries
of South Africa are included. There are clear
photographs of aloes in habitat with brief but adequate
descriptions of each plant. The authors have used the
classical species concepts of the well-known authority Dr
GW Reynolds. Throughout the book short geographical
guidelines are included, together with information on
each plant’s conservation status and its uses and
horticultural potential.
For ease of handling and particularly to help the general
grower, the authors have divided the aloes into 10 easy-to-
categorise groups. This certainly is helpful when looking for
a plant with a specific habit or when wishing to make a
selection for landscaping or horticultural purposes. There
are good hints about cultivation and propagation as well as
information about the major pests that attack these plants.
This excellent book is very reasonably priced and
should bring much pleasure to aloe growers world-wide.
University students should find this book very valuable
during their studies.
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